
DECEMBER 11,  2022

IF THIS IS YOUR FIRST TIME−
THANKS FOR JOINING US!

WE WOULD LOVE TO MEET YOU!
 STOP AND MEET A PASTOR

 TO THE RIGHT OF THE STAGE
AFTER THE SERVICE.

SCAN
THE CODE
FOR A LIST OF 
IMPORTANT
ROCK CREEK LINKS!
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FOR EVERYTHING THERE IS A SEASON,
AND A TIME FOR EVERY MATTER UNDER HEAVEN…

ECCLESIASTES 3: 1 (ESV)

FOCAL PASSAGE: ISAIAH 61: 1-3 (ESV)
The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me,

because the Lord has anointed me
to bring good news to the poor; 

he has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted,
to proclaim liberty to the captives,

and the opening of the prison to those who are bound; 
2 to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor,

and the day of vengeance of our God;
to comfort all who mourn;

3 to grant to those who mourn in Zion—
to give them a beautiful headdress instead of ashes,

the oil of gladness instead of mourning,
the garment of praise instead of a faint spirit;
that they may be called oaks of righteousness,

the planting of the Lord, that he may be glorified.

1. CHRISTMASTIME CAN BE A ____________________________________.

The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because the Lord has anointed me to bring 
good news to the poor; he has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted,

to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison to those who are 
bound…to comfort all who mourn… verse 1,2b

READ: PSALM 88: 3-9

ANGELS, WE HAVE HEARD…
AND SUDDENLY THERE WAS WITH THE ANGEL A MULTITUDE OF THE HEAVENLY 

HOST PRAISING GOD, AND SAYING, GLORY TO GOD IN THE HIGHEST, AND 
ON EARTH PEACE, GOOD WILL TOWARD MEN.  AND IT CAME TO PASS, AS THE 

ANGELS WERE GONE AWAY FROM THEM INTO HEAVEN, THE SHEPHERDS SAID 
ONE TO ANOTHER, LET US NOW GO EVEN UNTO BETHLEHEM, AND SEE THIS 

THING WHICH IS COME TO PASS, WHICH THE LORD HATH MADE KNOWN UNTO 
US. – LUKE 2: 13-15 (KJV)

 
FOCAL PASSAGE: JOHN 6: 35-40

35 “I AM THE BREAD OF LIFE,” JESUS TOLD THEM. “NO ONE WHO COMES TO 
ME WILL EVER BE HUNGRY, AND NO ONE WHO BELIEVES IN ME WILL EVER BE 

THIRSTY AGAIN. 36 BUT AS I TOLD YOU, YOU’VE SEEN ME, AND YET YOU DO 
NOT BELIEVE. 37 EVERYONE THE FATHER GIVES ME WILL COME TO ME, AND 
THE ONE WHO COMES TO ME I WILL NEVER CAST OUT. 38 FOR I HAVE COME 

DOWN FROM HEAVEN, NOT TO DO MY OWN WILL, BUT THE WILL OF HIM WHO 
SENT ME. 39 THIS IS THE WILL OF HIM WHO SENT ME: THAT I SHOULD LOSE 

NONE OF THOSE HE HAS GIVEN ME BUT SHOULD RAISE THEM UP ON THE LAST 
DAY. 40 FOR THIS IS THE WILL OF MY FATHER: THAT EVERYONE WHO SEES THE 
SON AND BELIEVES IN HIM WILL HAVE ETERNAL LIFE, AND I WILL RAISE HIM 

UP ON THE LAST DAY.”
 

THREE VITAL QUESTIONS ABOUT THE CHRISTMAS STORY:
 

1. WHERE DID JESUS COME FROM?
 

​FOR I HAVE COME DOWN FROM HEAVEN… V. 38A
 

…ONE WILL COME FROM YOU TO BE RULER OVER ISRAEL FOR ME. HIS ORIGIN 
IS FROM ANTIQUITY, FROM ANCIENT TIMES.

- MICAH 5: 2B (CSB)
 
 

2. WHY DID JESUS COME HERE?
 

FOR I HAVE COME DOWN FROM HEAVEN, NOT TO DO MY OWN WILL, BUT THE 
WILL OF HIM WHO SENT ME. – V. 38

 
MY TEACHING ISN’T MINE BUT IS FROM THE ONE WHO SENT ME. – JOHN 7:16 

(CSB)
 

MY JUDGEMENT IS TRUE, BECAUSE IT IS NOT I ALONE WHO JUDGE, BUT I AND 
THE FATHER WHO SENT ME. ​​​​​​​– JOHN 8:16 (CSB) 

 
…THE ONE WHO RECEIVES ME RECEIVES HIM WHO SENT ME. – JOHN 13: 20 

(CSB)
 

AND HE SAID TO THEM, “WHY DID YOU SEEK ME? DID YOU NOT KNOW THAT I 

2. CHRISTMASTIME CAN BE A SE________________________________. 

…to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor. v. 2

But I call to you for help Lord; in the morning my prayer meets you.
Psalm 88: 13 (CSB)

Even youths shall faint and be weary, and young men shall fall exhausted; but they 
who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings like 

eagles; they shall run and not be weary; they shall walk and not faint.
Isaiah 40: 30-31

Will your wonders be made known in the darkness? v. 12

3. CHRISTMASTIME CAN BE A ____________________________________.

…To grant to those who mourn in Zion—to give them a beautiful
headdress instead of ashes, the oil of gladness instead of mourning,

the garment of praise instead of a faint spirit; that they may be called oaks of 
righteousness, the planting of the Lord, that he may be glorified. v. 3

For we do not want you to be unaware, brothers, of the affliction we
experienced in Asia. For we were so utterly burdened beyond our strength that we 
despaired of life itself. Indeed, we felt that we had received the sentence of death

2 Corinthians 1: 8-9

But that was to make us rely not on ourselves but on God who raises the dead.
He delivered us from such a deadly peril, and he will deliver us.

On him we have set our hope that he will deliver us again.
2 Corinthians 1: 9b-10
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